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Syracuse attorney Brianne Murphy is formally announcing her candidacy in NY-25 today, setting up a Democratic primary battle that could end up a boon to a potentially endangered GOP incumbent, freshman Rep. Ann Marie Buerkle. 

Murphy informed supporters of her decision in an early-morning email that played up her Irish immigrant roots. At the age of four, she came to America with her mother, who raised four kids on her own in the Tipp Hill section of Syracuse while attending night school. 

“Like many of you, I have had many opportunities and difficult struggles; but with hard work, dedication and a strong community of friends and support, I have been able to attain that American dream – from a child of very limited means to a small business owner,” Murphy wrote. 

“Now, as a labor and employment attorney, I fight for people experiencing discrimination; working for gender equality in the workplace; and fair living wages.”

“This will not be an easy or typical campaign, but nothing worthwhile is. In addition to the redistricting process looming over our district; I will likely face a primary challenger in his fourth bid for this seat.”

“But this race is not about me, or my primary opponent, it is about the voters of Central New York. Washington is broken and people are hurting, and we need a real fighter advocating for us in Washington and that is why I am running for Congress.
Murphy has a full day of campaign events scheduled, including events in all four of the counties either fully or partially located in NY-25: Wayne, Cayuga, Monroe and Onondaga. 

Murphy first filed paperwork with the FEC back in June, but hasn’t done much in the way of fundraising or campaigning since then. 

She did, however, attend a recent meeting of Democratic House prospects down in Washington, D.C., causing the NRCC to target her as a candidate “hand-picked” by Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi. 

Meanwhile, Dan Maffei, the Democrat Buerkle defeated in a tight race last fall, announced his intention in August to seek a re-match against Buerkle next fall. He then set about raising $200,000 and had $287,774 at the end of September. 

Murphy reported raising $28,937, spent $15,907 and had $13,028 on hand by the end of the third quarter. 

Buerkle has posted uneven fundraising numbers since her 2010 win. She reported bringing in just $65,150 back in April, but said she was “taking a break” from the hunt for dollars after winning her hard-fought, prolonged and very expensive battle against Maffei. 

She then stepped up her game during the second quarter, bringing in $121,493. In September, she reported raising $89,033 and now has $247,089 on hand.

Buerkle has at times been at odds with leaders of her own party in Washington and has been targeted by the Democrats as a Tea Party “extremist.” She is widely viewed as potentially vulnerable to significant district changes at a time when the Democrats and Republicans are trying to figure out how to redraw the state’s lines to downsize the NY House delegation by two seats. 

A Democratic primary battle that takes attention away from Buerkle, allowing her to marshal her resources as the opposition spends time and money infighting, is probably good for the congresswoman. 
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